
received the Gospel Message 
of Christ through The Isaiah 
Connection in 2007.  May 
God bless you in this coming 
year and may you be a bless-
ing to Him.  

*********************** 

If any of these sites touch 
your heart, or if you would 
like to know more about our 
banquet,  please contact The 
Isaiah Connection for addi-
tional information.

Second Annual 
Isaiah Connection 
Banquet on Satur-
day, March 8th, 
from 5:30 to 8:00 
pm at Crossroads 
Evangelical Cove-
nant Church in For-
est Lake, MN.   Our 
theme, Beautiful 
Feet, is taken from 
Romans 10:14-15 
and our very special 
guest speaker will 
be Mickey Kyler, a 
quadriplegic who has traveled 
the world with us!  The pur-
pose of this event is to inform 
people of our ministry and to 
raise funds to support minis-
try needs.    

In closing, I just want to say 
thank you to all our ministry 
partners and team participants 
from 2007.  Without your 
support, generous donations, 
and in-field participation, 
5,000 people would not have 

As we were on the way to and 
from China, several things 
went through my mind. One 
was that GOD can not be 
stopped. The countries kick 
the  missionaries out, like 
they did in China, but GOD is 
still there. Why are they so 
afraid of GOD? They want to 

suppress GOD, but GOD is 
always at work. I saw God in 
the faces and in the hearts of 
the Chinese Christians. It was 
a wonder to pray with them 
and for them. I love them all 
and am so proud of their 
stand for Christ. Heaven will 
be a wonderful place with 

them in it. I can not wait to be 
praising GOD in heaven with 
all my Christian friends 
around the world. I was so 
glad to prayer walk around 
their city and to help in the 
sharing of God and His Word. 
Yes, God is alive and doing 
very well in China! 

nd what a New 
Year it is going to 
be!

I pray that as you 
read this edition of Connec-
tions, God will stir your heart 
to service in 2008.  Already 
we are setting our sights on 
10 trips to 5 continents this 
coming year.  We will be 
returning to 8 sites from pre-
vious years, in addition to 
adding two new sites.  The 
excitement is building as we 
head to Sao Paulo, Brazil to 
assist the local church in 
street evangelism and out-
reach; and to Tucson, Ari-
zona were God has directed 
us to create a partnership with 
a Messianic Church called 
Beth Sar Shalom.  It will be 
in Tucson that God will util-
ize our teams to help with 
service projects, Jewish wit-
ness, and outreach to teens.  

In addition to our new sites, 
we will be conducting our 

Happy New Year
By Joe Burton, President

China
By Luanne White, participant 2007

Inside this issue:

Dennis Murphy 2

Moloka’i 2

Romania 2

Alaska 3

Nigeria 3

Mailing List 3

2008 Mission Trips 4

“Yes, this church is alive. 

The faith of these Chris-

tians is in the almighty 

God. You ought to hear 

them pray and sing!”
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in his “Experiencing God” 
study. He says that answering 
God’s call to join Him in His 
work to reach a lost world 
will always bring us to a 
“crisis of belief” that will 
require faith and action and 
that will require “major ad-
justments” in our lives in 
order to join Him in His 
work.  

We ask all our ministry part-
ners to keep Joe, me and The 
Isaiah Connection in your 
prayers, asking that God will 
give us His peace, mercy and 
grace to become the ministry 
and missionaries that He has 
called us to be.

During our 2007 mission 
season, The Isaiah Connec-
tion saw God work in many 
wonderful ways.  From Ha-
waii to Honduras, from Af-
rica to Alaska, we had 84 
people respond to God’s call 
to missions, our best year so 
far.  We are praying that in 
2008 we will see over 100 
people respond to God’s call 
with a heart felt, “Here am I, 
send me!”

Joe and I are constantly ask-
ing God to show us any mis-
takes we may have made and 
then to give us opportunities 
to learn and grow from them.  
He is continuing to show us 

new ways through which The 
Isaiah Connection can be 
more effective in helping 
people to connect around the 
world in order to make a dif-
ference for the kingdom of 
God.  Some of those involve 
simple things like new ways 
to use the internet to promote 
missions.  Others are new 
ideas like long term strategic 
partnerships where we can 
connect a church to one of 
our church partners in the 
field for three years.

Every new idea that God sets 
before us always presents its 
own set of challenges. I like 
what Henry Blackaby teaches 

would be able to physically 
do as he had recently had 
heart problems.  God didn’t 
have that issue in mind when 
he sent Terry to Molo-
kai.  Terry reached out to 
everyone he came in contact 
with and talked to them.  Out-
reach is way out of my com-
fort zone but watching Terry 
made me a little more com-
fortable doing the same.

We enjoyed our week on 
Molokai.  We did repairs at 
several locations, weeded 
around where we were stay-
ing and also painted four 
rooms in the housing 
unit.  We saw God working 
through the volunteers, the 
ladies groups that prepared 
food for us each evening and 
the community itself and how 
it accepted us. I convinced 

the guys that the interior roof 
panel of the van we were 
driving could be removed 
with minimal effort.  That 
allowed me to remove the 
sagging ceiling material and 
replace it with a painted mu-
ral representing some of what 
we saw on the island. 

When I knew  our friend, 
Terry, was going on this mis-
sion trip, I questioned what he 

lings in the Lord, use 
your gifts and talents to 
reach several communi-
ties, and have 9 days 
available, then this oppor-
tunity is for you! 

Though I’ve been on mis-
sion trips with other or-
ganizations in the past, I 
had never been on a mis-
sion like this one.  Joe 
Burton, who was leading 
it, dubbed it a scouting 
mission.  And what an 
awesome experience!  

We ended up connecting 
with Pastors from three 
different denominations 
who have a heart to move 
in unity and reach out to 
Romania’s communities.  
If you’ve ever wanted to 
stand shoulder-to-
shoulder with your sib-

“These things are done 

with the love of Jesus and 

always lead to an 

opportunity to tell kids and 

adults that God loves 

them”

Mickey Kyler 

Romania
By Elizabeth Delaney, 2007 participant

Moloka’i
By Ardis Quick, 2007 Participant

Dennis Murphy, Director of Field Operations
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Elizabeth & Mihaela leading 
worship in Romania

Meredith doin da Moloka’i dance!



we had little purpose here.  
This couldn’t be further from 
the truth!  We are called not 
only to “preach the gospel”, 
but also to make “disciples” 
of all people.  Part of our mis-
sion here is to encourage the 
believers here and to build 
them up to reach out in their 
own hometown, and we’ve 
seen that time and time again!

When I leave here, I know I 
will leave a piece of my heart 
on this island and with these 
people.  Whether or not I 
return is up to the Lord. 

God is amazing!  He has 
taught me so much these past 
2 weeks.  I have been so 
blessed by the Tsimshian 
people.  Perhaps one of the 
greatest lessons I’ve learned 
is that we can glorify God, 
experiencing diversity in 
unity.  The culture here is so 
rich, and the Christians here 
worship God in their own 
way (language, dance, song, 
etc.).  Encountering other 
cultures like these helps give 
me a broader view of 
heaven—where every tongue, 
tribe and nation will join in 
worshipping the one true 
God.

 On this trip, God has called 
me to be selfless, to work 
with others and practice being 
a living sacrifice.  At times, it 
was difficult, but when I think 
about the Lord and all He’s 
done for us, I am humbled by 
how little I’ve suffered and by 
how blessed I am.

 One thing God taught me on 
this trip is that evangelism 
does not end at the conversion 
of unbelievers.  Many of the 
people whom we ministered 
to had already accepted 
Christ, and early in the week 
the devil kept telling one that 

to enable you to serve hu-
manity, Amen 

We eagerly look forward to 
your next visit. Thank you.”

Our next visit occurs Febru-
ary 17-25, 2008.  Please keep 
our team in your prayers as 
we serve God in the midst of 
the overwhelming need in 
Nigeria.

This is a letter  we received 
from the Tsohon Kasuwa 
Youth Development Asso-
ciation:

“The entire members of the 
above named association 
hereby wish to express their 
appreciation towards your 
goal of serving humanity 
especially our community 
(Gitata in Nasarawa State, 
Nigeria). In February 2007, 

your visit has actually made 
a land mark in our history. 
We can never forget that.

We want you to also extend 
our warm regards and ap-
preciation to other volunteer 
agencies around you, for 
their kind support in that 
direction. 

May the almighty Allah 
grant you all a very long life 

You can also read our news-
letters online at: 
www.isaiahconnection.org.

Thank you for your help.

Respond by e-mailing Joe at
joeburton@isaiahconnection.org
or dropping us a line 
through the mail at: PO Box 
10753, White Bear Lake, 
MN 55110.   

We have been getting great 
feedback from those who 
enjoy reading our newslet-
ters.  However, to put out a 
newsletter is costly and our 
database of individuals who 
want to receive the newslet-
ter is growing.  Our desire is 
to be good stewards of 
God’s resources and also 
provide information to all of 

you about what God is do-
ing through The Isaiah Con-
nection.  Thus, we are going 
to ask for your help.  

Please e-mail us if (1) you 
would like to continue read-
ing the newsletter but would 
rather receive it via e-mail 
or (2) if you would like to 
be removed from the mail-
ing list.  

“Through The Isaiah 

Connection my heart 

for missions has 

grown a lot and is 

continuously 

increasing.”

Jade Commack

Metlakatla Teenager

Mailing List

A Thank you from Nigeria

Alaska
By Melissa Kleigle, 2007 participant
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Ruth caring for children at a clinic 
in Keffi, Nigeria

Young Tsimshian Dancer



Africa: Nigeria
17-26 February 2008
Cost: $390 per person

Asia: China
6-14 September 2008
Cost: $490 per person

Central America: Honduras

16-23 July, 2008

Cost: $300 per person

Europe: Romania 
16-24 August 2008
Cost: $390 per person

South America: Brazil
7-14 July 2008
Cost: $390 per person

Southwest: Tucson, AZ
14-22 June 2008
Cost: $325 per person

Pacific Rim: Moloka’i
3-10 February 2008
Cost: $300 per person

Pacific Northwest:     Alaska 
19-27 July 2008
Cost: $390 per person

27 July – 3 August 2008
Cost: $300 per person

3-10 August 2008 
Cost: $300 per person

TO GO:                         2008 Mission Trips

Connecting People 
Around The World

PO Box 10753
White Bear Lake  MN 55110

Phone: 612-280-7676

E-mail: 
joeburton@isaiahconnection.org

The Isaiah Connection

Please Remove and Mail to: 

The Isaiah Connection,  

PO Box 10753,

White Bear Lake MN 55110

Donation of $ ______________________________

Check one: _____monthly, _____annually, _____other

The Isaiah Connection is a 501(c)3 Corporation 

with Tax Id# 02-0577474. 

Phone

Name

Address

Email

Check us out:
www.isaiahconnection.org

TO GIVE:                         


